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September 15
Well done everyone. We made it through the first week of the school year. Thank you to everyone who provided feedback on what they would like to hear at PTA meetings. We shared your feedback with Mr. Powell too. Don’t worry if you missed the meeting. We’re working on how best to fill you in and will circle back on that soon.
As a reminder, the Maury community listserv is moving to Google Groups. If you would like to send an email to the Maury community, for now send it to both the old, maury@yahoogroups.com, AND new, maury-mariners@googlegroups.com, lists. Please take a minute to subscribe to the new list by emailing (maury-mariners+subscribe@googlegroups.com).
Know a family that is new to Maury? Forward them this email so they can stay connected by subscribing to Mr. Powell’s weekly emails, ACPS updates and this listserv. Get text alerts by sending “@maurypta” to 81010). Like social media? Follow the school on Twitter (@MauryMariners) and like the PTA Facebook page.
Warmly, your PTA Executive Board for 2020-2021
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[bookmark: _9b9s00fvznn9]THIS WEEK’S
[bookmark: _9b9s00fvznn9]TOP STORIES
[bookmark: _hf5hlm9dkqrg]Still need to pick up that chromebook or tablet? 
· Contact 703-844-1763 from 9-4PM. Chromebooks allow for single sign on. You heard me. Just one password to access all the apps, including Canvas and Clever. Thank you ACPS.

[bookmark: _r3i9kfbpqkov]We need MORE [Virtual] room parent volunteers
· [bookmark: _4e6uuk78dnw8]We are searching for two room parents to support each homeroom teacher. Room parents will work closely with teachers to support their needs. This could include organizing virtual events and classroom Mystery Readers, helping find needed resources or materials, and/or facilitating communication among families and creating a sense of community.
· We are still looking for 1 or 2 parents for: 
· 1st Grade: King, LaCoursiere; 
· 2nd Grade: Dinan (Kimball), Hudson; 
· 3rd Grade: Eclipse, Lugo; 
· 4th Grade: Frenandez, Houston, Chung; 
· 5th Grade: Baskin, Ramirez; 
· Art: Tio
· If you are interested, please fill out this form. Feel free to contact this year’s room parent coordinator, Bryanne Cordeiro Reynolds, with questions.
[bookmark: _evu1ldmtsanz]Maury community connect
· As we work through how to balance work, virtual learning and child-care, we understand that some families are interested in connecting with other families to coordinate outdoor play or recess time. 
· If you are interested in the Maury PTA connecting you with other families, fill out this form. We will connect you with other families that have children in the same grade and who express interest in meeting at the same days and times. Once we've connected families, it's up to you to decide the rest. 
· We will be building a student directory this year. We will have more information on that soon.
[bookmark: _i1ohqcevfxon]Did someone say spirit wear??
· You asked to show [virtual] spirit, so spirit wear is here! And this year, it will be available all year long and will be delivered to your home. 
· T-shirts are on sale now and every purchase sends 15% of your purchase price to the PTA to support essential programs. 
· Fundraising is more complicated this year, so every dollar you spend will help. Show your Mariner pride and purchase today! Need that link again? Click here to start shopping!
[bookmark: _93cm3d13s64f]Looking for virtual after-school programs?
· We understand some people are and our VP of Programs is looking into potential options. If you are interested, we need to hear what would work best for you. Complete this survey by September 18. 
· If you are not interested, we are attempting to connect families interested in outdoor play too (see above). 
[bookmark: _jxcj1mhbbq8w]Volunteer
· The PTA is a group of parent volunteers who are juggling work, life and virtual learning like you. Click here for a list of volunteer opportunities.
· We need volunteers to head PTA subcommittees! If you are interested in working on the [maybe virtual] Gala, Community Partners, or Watch Dogs committees, contact Fran Boller.
[bookmark: _ig30e2hrjp4j]Stay Connected
· Make sure you have subscribed to the Maury community listserv and to PTA text alerts (it’s easy to unsubscribe if you decide you don’t want helpful reminders, like log-in on Monday’s to avoid being marked absent).
· Join the PTA (or renew your membership). It’s easy. Click here! Read more about the PTA on our website.
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[bookmark: _o5kdarxfble7]UPCOMING EVENTS
· September 17 - Next school board meeting. Michelle Reif, our school board representative, informed us that the agenda includes discussion about the petition to rename Maury Elementary. To view the agenda, click here, select 9/17 on the calendar, then “open agenda” next to “board meeting”. Click here to view the ACPS page about school renaming proposals (Maury and TC Williams). The school board is interested in receiving community feedback on both proposals.
· September 22 at 6pm - Back to School Night (Zoom)
· October 12 - NO SCHOOL
· November 3 - NO SCHOOL
· November 11 - 13 - EARLY RELEASE days for teacher conferences

	Import our calendar 
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[bookmark: _hsgug5n8lw8j]FREQUENTLY REQUESTED LINKS
· Stay connected: 
· Make sure you’ve subscribed to Mr. Powell’s weekly emails and ACPS updates. Follow the school on Twitter (@MauryMariners)
· Get PTA updates: Text “@maurypta” to 81010 to receive text alerts. Email maury-mariners+subscribe@googlegroups.com to receive emails. Like our Facebook page. 
· Miss a Tidings email? Catch up on our website.
· Need to add school closings to your calendar? Import the Maury PTA calendar.
· Need help with PowerSchool?
· Virtual PLUS+ technology help
· Need internet access? 
· Food access and grab and go meal sites
· Child care support (ACPS collected information)
· Apply for or renew your ACPS volunteer card

image1.png




image3.png
Maury Elementary




image2.png




